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bietorical 'Roticc.

Of the euly bi.tory of the Craft in tbe City of
Woroea~r .••.f' have but fe.••. tracee, nor i. thi.
rem.,kable .••.hen it ia oon.id"red tbat until a com·
prwatively recent ptoriod nothing .••.hich conoemed
the Omer .••.•••permittad to 'PP"" in print, the
Book of CooatituLion. being 6M1tpobli.h..d only in
1723 ; and tba; until the nnion of th •• Grand Lodlf"
of York, of .••.bicb th •• Duke of Atbol .••.•• appoiDtad
Gr.nd Mu"'r in 1772, and .••.••• uooeeded by the
Duke of KeD\, and th" Grand Lodge of England,
und"r the Duke of 8U»t!ll, in IIIl~, the MA*)IIio
Record. of the CoDntry oould not _oro.. tba*
ooDaolidated aDd regular form for wbicb tb ••y are
no.••.di.tinguUlblld. A LOO,. eri.t..d in Woroea~r
uDder the Atbol Con.titution, t-ring No. 60, and
.aB b••ld at •• The Fr- MS*lG' Arm ••••but at .••.hat
period thi. Lodg. ~ dormant hu not y••t bet!n
uoertained. From the coaWwe of Broth.r William
Thompeon, P.M., •••• h••.••.n OD hi. portrait no.••.In the
Woroeaur Lodge. it would app-" that h••••••• not
initiaUd in that Lodg', and ••• b. w ••• a reeident In
Worcester, he may hne beloogetl to Lodge No. SO,

wi&J ••• hich hi. inaiiftia would oorreepoDd ; but the.pt>CU1ationari.ing froD. thi •• mall fact i. th. oo)y
pretHlDtm••••n. uf ••• uming that it bad ao roodem an
tIllia~lloe. Lodge No. eo had •• 'UC<leMOrin Lodge
No. fiH. On the 9th of October, 1790, a Wanant
w••• i••ued, under the -I of Muonry, enabliotr the
Brethren DIlDll'd therein to OptoDa LOO.- at the
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HI~T"KIl;A I. SOTll"IC. iii.

"lkin \)""r Inn." in th" City ••f \•••••rce.t"r. Th"
f.•ll••win;: i. II c"py of th" \"' •••rant :-

ItA W DO:\',

ll,E,~,

~o. !'oH.

Co all all~ ,,,erlZ ••ur Ri;:ht
\V••r.hil'flll.\V ••••hil'flll •.n,ll ••ving
Brethr.-n. \Ve, }o'ra.nci. Rawdon
Ha._tingA,Lord HAwdon, &c., &:.c,
&-c.,Actin~ Gr ••nd :\laoter, uncler
the auth .•rity "f Hi. H..yal High.
ne"" George, Prince "f \Vale.,
&-c., &.c., &.c., Grand :\la.ter of
the "")tIt Anci.mt and Honourable
:-;ociety ••f Fret' and Accepted
~IJ\,,()n8,

5'1I~Greeting,
1tIlOW lZC, that ·we. at the humble Petition

of our Right Tru"ty I\nd well·bel",·e<\ Brethren,
Richard HarriA, M••""" "Lt-vi.t<.n. Daniel Bro••k· 1

holding Curwen, TholllM Smith. .JOlIel'h Dillnn. I I't·
Richard Hill, Johll B••rn•••ley, Jo:dward C••nnop,
John \Vhitaker, allll .everal other Brethren r".iding
in or near the City "f W••rcet'ter, DO HER}O;BY
CON~TITUT}; the .aid Brethren into 1\ lkgular
Lodge of }'ree and Accepted Mall.,n., under the
Title nr Denominati"n of

••Cbe 'tlUlorccster 1o~gc,"
to be (.pened at a houA" knnwn by the nallle of the
Rein !Jeer Inn, in the City of \Vnrceoter afnreeaid.
AND HO Jo'VRTH ER. at their laid Petitinn. and
"f the great T ••••t and Cnnfidenre repoe«l in every
of the said ab"ve· nallled Brethren, HJo;REBY
APPOINT the ."id RICHARD HARRIS to be
IIIa.ter. MOSES LEVIRTON Rt-ni"r Warden, and
DA!\IRL BROOKHOLDING CVRWEN Junior
WardeD for opening the .aid Lodge, and for luch
further time only •••• hall booth"ught proper by the
Brethren there ••f: It being "ur will that thi. ollr
appointment of the above Office", .hall in no wi•••
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HI~TOlUCAl. SOTICK. IV.

atr~ct I\ny fl\rth~r EI~cti.," ••I Ollic~," uf tl", Lo,It:,.,
lmt that ouch dectiun Khall ~'" r~gnl:~t~d IOgrt",,,bl~ to
Huch By·law ••• f th~ .aid L. Hl~~ a. Kh,,1I I", OOIlRi.t~lIt
with th~ l;~n~ral J.awK ••f the :-;"ci"ty, contain",1 in
th~ ll •••k of C"lIStitntiouK. A~\) \\' E 11EREBY
will "nu r"'luir" yuu, th" Kaid Richard Harri., t •• tl.k"
.pt:cial car~ that :>11anu c"cry "I the .aiu Br,.thr~n
are or ha"" b"en r~gnll\rly made :\1l\R,.n., "nd th ••t
tl ••,y ,10 uh."rv~, perf,JrIll, 'Uld kc~\, all the Rnl •.• and
Onh· •• contained in th~ H:>id B'H,k of Constitution •.
A:\'LI FlfRTIlEK, that y"n do from time tAl time
caUHe tu be enter",1 in a book kept for that Purl""e
an acc"unt of y••ur proCt'".lingo in the Lod~ •., to
~dlt •.r with all Km·1tR"1,, •. UrderK, and Ikgnlation.,
aft .hall be made fur the I{o,)(j ~overnment of the
J(a.ln~; that in uu wi~e .you omit nnc~ in ~\'ery Yt.'ar to
"cnd US or our 8ncceK.'1u"" Urt'lId :\la"t~rB. ur tu
:-;ir Peter Parker, B"rollet, our lDcputp· Grant)
lrIastcr, ,or t•• the [)"l'"ty I;ron,\ )I"ster I••r th"
timt:: ~inK, an aceou11 t, in writiug, of yuur "aid
V,·\~",lill!(., and copieR of ••11 Hnch. Rnl.,., Ord"rR,
anu R.:b",1ati ••n•••••• hall he Ill"u" lUI af:-r""ai,1 ; to·
~eth"r with a li.t of th" :'olelllbt:r. of th" Lod!(t', a",1
Kueh a MUIl1 uf U10llt'Y a." lIIay )l,uit tht! CirCU1Jl8tanc~~
••f tl ••. J."UI:", an,l 'e' ••••nably be expt:cted. t<.wardo
the I:ranol Charity. )I ••re\l""r, We her"Ly will and
rCI{llirc YOll, tht:: liaid I{ichard Harriti, aM f'I)Hn M
cUlIvt,;uit:utly Jllay ltt". tu s~nd an acCOUllt ill writing
of what .hall be dOlle in virtue ••f th~"" Pre.ent..

Gi"cn HI"ler nur Hanc! anu Seal of
)1 lUI()nry, this Ninth day "f October,
A. f,7g0. A.f). 1790.

l3~ tbc Gralltl lrIastcr's lIommant),
Witne •• , P. P.-\RK}O~R, lD.G.lrl.

W)l. W1llTE. G.S.

,\ 1~"lge w••• accIIl'llillt:1y ••I••.·lleu ill th. IlIunt" of
Octoher, 1790, ••t the R,·ill V~cr Inll, ""U Brother
Richaru Harri. Wa. in.tall<d ••• \".:'01.

III 1;~17 the Lou~e aV!",IH" by th" cal,·nuar. to
have been hdd ••t th" ~tar and l;.uter IlIn un the
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HIIlTORIl'AI. SlITlCIC. ~. I

tint Wt:dnt:*<l•.y in th~ "umwer month_, ","1 th~ tir.t -I
and third Wedndlday in winter; it WM after· I
w"rd. re.umed at the Rein Ik..r Inn, wher~ it wu i
continued until 1842. I

Th~ f"l1vwing intereoting letter, clat<>dApril :!;lrd' '
181:t, frllm the then 8ecr~t.Ary uf :!80 Lodg~ to th~
",In of the landlorcl uf the Rein I )~"r Hotel, h""
lately been pre""nted to tht' Lodge by our pr",ent
W.M. (W. 1:lro.F.. W. I",rkworthy) ;-

,. SIR.-I am directecl by th" Wurshipful
., ~I•••ter. the WarJ"n.. an,1 Brethren of the
.• \\-·orc".tt'r I".lge of Free and Accepted
.• ~llUlon_,to t.""I"r their most heartrdt thank.
" for the ••ttention which w •••• nniformly paid tu

"the comfurt/< "f the IJrethren by our lat" I'"" ••nd much lamelltt'd Bruther Humidge fur the f.~
"_pace of abollt h••1f a century. during which ..
•• time the Lodge WM held at hi. hllu.~. . "

.. The Brethren having, huwever, the intere.tIl . I
" of the Ln<!g"lI,ater;al1y at h"art, aud fr,,1Oth"
"number uf ~Iembers latdy Mlded, with tilt'
"expectAtion of other additions, and the ;no.<1,,·

'Iuate accommodation afforded •.t the R"in
"Deer Hotel, h"ve d"t..rmined upon moving
"their plac" of meetingl to •. more convenient
• I 8ituatioD.

"Tbe Brethren •.t the .alU" time de.ire to
"re<Xlrd their th •.nk. to Mr. Georg" llurnidge
" for hi. kind and title••.1 tre •.tment .inee the
"d"mi ••• of hi. fath"r; Wi.bing also It ill
"further to tr~pua upon hi. kindneoa by
"de.iring permioaion to meet •.• UIUo.!•.t tb"
,. Rein Iher Hotel on Tbursd •.y evening next,

at I reolainJ Bir,

•• Your lDoetobt. Serve.,
••A. R. LINGARD, Sect.

•. April -!:1I'd, is+!.
•. Pore·Oak Strut,"
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HIIITORICAL sonclC. vi.
~ ._----------_.

From 1842 until l~i6 the Looge M•.eting' were
h•.ld in the MM<>nicHall at the Ikll Hotd. where its
"I'"nillg WaAc"lebrated "n the 24th ,lulle. b.;illg the
Jo\:!ltival(If St. John the Baptist. Fnr" 10llg time
PaJIt the Brethren had been de,irons to acquire
privatt. rooms for their t"e"tings instead of "ccupying
a portion of an inn. alld Oil the 9th May. 18i6. the
' ••><Ill'eby r"",.lution decreed the trail' fer l,f it.
habitation to the i'iew l\l""onic Hall, 95. High
Str"et. \Vorceste,. wh•.,e its first ",,,,,ting WaAhdd (Ill
:.list Rcptember. l.'ii6. and it. forlllal illauguratioll
c"lt,brate,1 on the 5th October. 18i'i. Thc Lodge
_till growing in importallce and membership, it WaM
IIltimately deoided, ill conjunctioll with it •• i.ter
1""lg" (" SCIlIP'" Fi,leh •... ~o. 5:.!9),tll take st"l'" too
h,w••a 'p ••cial huilding ",,·ct,·,1 for M••",mic :'Ile•.till;("
A pri"at" Cllml'allY. called" Th,· \V.•rc,,,t,·r :'Ila''''';''
BuildingK Cumpa.ny,·· wa;ol fllrlllt'd. f,'r tha.t I..mrputtt'
anlll0I;Kt the Frt!t:lllal'44m~ in tht, Prll,,·iIlC~. and the
pre••mt :'>Ia.<ollicIIall ill ~t. ~icl",I:t. Str •.•·t "'a,
ultimately ~rt'ctt"tl in l ....~hi.;. Thi~ wt\~ fllruli\lIy
01","•.01 b.y the R.\\'. Pro"ill,,;,,1 (;rallol :'Ila,ter. Sir
A. F. (;,.I'''n, :'>I.A.• :\1.1'. r.t;.II .. "t a 'p""i,,1 c•.,,,·
lJinrtl !I1t"t:tillg Ilf Loclg-t: :.!,~l)awl Lllugt: [,:.!~I.tilt tIlt:

:lOth Angn.t. 18!'i. an<l "" \Vc,!tu,.day, th.· :!Otl.
()"t"ber, IS!li, a S!",cial :'>I•.din;: of th~ L..lg •. wa.
It•.ltl at th~ fleWbuilding. wh~n th.· foll.•wing' r~""lntio"
was trlll\'rrl anti c1\rri~t unanimouRly :-

••That th~ \V••rce.t~r Lodge :!:'O I", I"'r·
•• lIlan"ntly ,emov •.d from the :'>I•••onic Hall,
.• High Str~et. t•• th •. rl'ct'ntly l'n'cted and mor~
H ccuDmodill\l1i pr~mi!4~R known aH th~ :\Ia.sunic
•• Chamb~nt. St. Nichol••• Street, and for th~
•• futur ••will hold itAmettings th~re,"

Long luay it pro_per in itAnew hon;~ !
It will bt: ob8t:rved that the nu."ber of the L"dge

••n the grantinl{ of the \Varrant in 1i!lO Wa"574 on
the ){oll of the (Jran<l Lodge of England. In 1792.
f",m the clo.iug up "f the Regi.ter of Lt>dg•••• th ••
WorcetOeerLodge bt:cam" No, 483; at the union of

i
t

J

,

Cop
yr

ig
ht

 W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 M

as
on

ic

Li
br

ar
y 

an
d 

M
us

eu
m

 Tr
us

t



Ifltfl'llRICAI. !'IOT(('K. vii.

th~ two I(rand L••dg~. in 1813, alld th •. oon..-quent
cun•••lidatiun IIf the tWII Ikgistera ••f Lodg"". it
became 5:!6 ; at th~ cl"sing lip of the nilmb,,,,, in
1881, it attaint:d the lIumb..r of 349; and in the
reYi.i"n of )863 it b..canlt' ~", 180. On Tueoday,
Oct<.b<or7th, 1890. an,1 tw.. f"lIuwing day., the
Centenary Jo",.tival IIf the L.>dge wa. held, and
was in every r""!'<'Cta I>rilliant and marked IUooe&3.
The 1"e.tivitie. began with a C••llve•..•••zionll held in
the Guildhall, t<, which about 400 gutlllt.o were
invited I>ythe W.M., Warden. and Brethren. On
the 'Yedn ••aday a lunche••n Wall giv•.n by the Lodg•.
previous to th •. holdin~ of Provincial Hr••nd I..odge,
which w••••heM ill the Chapter Ho"oe hy the kind
permi •••••ion ••f th •. Il""n :\art Chapter. &'veral rti.
tingui.ht:<l Brethren w •.r•. pr•.•ellt. inch"linl( V.\V.
Mar'l"i. of Hertfurd. 1'.8.(;. \V. IIf En~land, Prov.
G.:'ol. of Antri,"; ltight 11••11. Rir i\I Hick. Beech,
M. P., p.G.1I1. of GI,,"Ct'.ter.hire ; V. \V. IIro.• T. D.
Allc".ft. P.". Tre•••. uf Eng-Ianrt; Very ltev. the
1)~.n uf Hlo\lCl·~t •.r. r.n.C., r:lnIlCf'~t"rMhir~; V.\V.
Bro. Hev. \V. K. R. lIedf""I, P.(;.C uf Enl{land. &.c.
The Brethren attended ••.••.ie•. in the Cath..ar ••1.
The f••"r Lewi.... wh" carrie,1 till' vul"" ••• nf the
Sacred Law Weft· AUr•.•1 V•.rnnn R"we, Frerterick
.Jnhn UnrtHw,,><!. Harry Hayli. Perrin", and
Archibald Jo'or•.•haw 1>utton. The "ermnn •••••••
pre","hed by R••v. W. K. R B.:dford. p.G.C. of
Jo~ngland. The Banq"et w&><held in the Guilrlha1I,
nnder the presidency of R.\Y. Br... Sir E. A.
Leehm•.re, Bart., ~.P., p.r..:\[. On Thursday a
opecial Centenary Lodg•. w•••••held in the Lodl{e
Room, the W.M., W. Bm.•John Stallard, in the chair,
the other ehai •• o.:illl( fillt:d by Bm .• T. Sh••rman
Wood, S.\V., ••nd Urn. R"b..rt Clarke, ,T.W. There
w••••a I:t.n:e nnlllb.:r of Brethren present. inclndinl!'
th •• PoG.M., J>.l'oG.M., ",nd other Office"" of 1'.G.
L.x!gll, 'rhe Chart-or presented to the Lodge in 1790
"' ••••read, aA.1•••the Centenary \Varrant granted in
1890. The \V.:'ol. pre",,"ted a CentenAry Jewel to
the Secretary. 11•.•.•.SAmuel SOllthaJl, in rtlCOgDition
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HI8TOIUC.\L liul'lCIl:. ••Ill.

of hi~ valuaLI" .en·icex in cllllnoction with the
Cenkllary. \Y. Bro. F. n. Und~rw'JO(I pn,"elltt:d tu
th~ I..IUtl{<e n llifoltory uf it>! trall~a(;tjHf1tol 8inc~ it!'!
formation. Varllllh4 vnkH nf th'L.nkH and cnll·
gratulationa Welt: 1l1llH:d anr! c&rri~1. In the ~verlillg
the Fexti vitiex were Lrollght to a c1o.e with a Krano
Ct,nknary Ball, which took pla.ce in the Guildhall,
And to which v\'er 200 invitation~ w~rt: i~Rl1t"d. The

Conllnittee aplJUintt:o to carry ont the arranKelll~nt.
for the Centenary F".ti,·al Wer~: -\V. Brn. J"III,
S",lIard, \\'.:'>1.; Bw. J. Rh"rm"n \Vo<,o, s'\V. ; Ilro.
R()~rt Clarke .• J. W.; W. Bm. G. F. Houl(h, Chaplaiu;
\V. Br«. T. L"ml. ~llIith, Tr,·a.urer; IIw. Slllllllel
Southall. Secr"lary; \V. Ill'''. F. (;. l!lIderw,.,o,
P.M .. n.e. ; W. lino. W. 11.Hulln".1.1'.:"!. ; W. Br".
\V. B•••.kley, P.:'>!.: \\'. U•.••. Hellry Rowe, 1'.:'>1. ;
W. Bm. It. C. R. Cllrinlitun. 1'.:'>!. ; W. Bm. A. B
Rowe 1'.:'>1. ; \\'. Br ••. \\'. U. \\,illialll.on, P.~-r.

On Nov"mber 19th. 190:!. an event very rare in th"
annab of Fr..-eIIlR}oIlIury, and utll--'rt'cet!entt"'d in the
rt:Corrl~ of thil4 Lod~t'f \Va~ the Initiation of Bro.
Allred Yerr",n R"w", .on (Of \\'. Bro. A. H R(Ow~.
P.:\I .• P.C., P.P.H.I;.\V .. an(\ grand."n (Of W. Bro.
Henry Rowe, P.!lI., P.P.S.(;. \\'. TI,,' ceremony wa.
perf"rllleo hy \V. Bm. A. B. Rowe, \\'. Bro. H"nry
Rowe ••cc"pying the ch ••ir ••f S.\V.

In 1906 th~ L,o<1ge ""xtailleo a ~n· ••t 1"., ill the
death of the K \V. Prov. Grlll,d :'>I,,"t~r, SIr A. F.
nodl4l1n. ~l.P., P.<:.I). EHg'" for many .\'t·&r~ ~
U1Clllber IIf th~ Lllri>-:t'". Tn (kt.lll..~.:r. H~O~, \\-. Hrlt,

(;elleral \\'. CIIoIIII'''ell. C.B, 1'.<;.:'>1 I)~"ig""to· "f
\Vorct"f'tt'f!oOhirt"', and P.C. U. ElIl;., wa•• t"1t:ctt"d a,14 1\

j"inillg' lJ1elll~r, tht> dlltit"K uf P.l;. ~Ia.~t~r IIlealltillJ'"
hl\vin~ been fultilleo by W. B.... W. T. 1''')0('',
J).p.n.~1t al1l1tht.'r 1lit"IIIOt:r of thi~ Lndllt'.

At1I(\l1g~t th .. IU\1tlt'K which appear in th ... H•..'cnrdlol

'If ~1I. 2f:O, llIi\,y l~ (lIllnd S\ Il\rgt: I'flliJlIrtillll (If th"Mt'
citizt!tll'4 who hll.\:~ b~~1l ft'lllarxahlt" for intecril".
ahllity. aud IJffl(t: ..•..•i.•llal alln Ct,)umt"rcial ~\lCCl·M"'. al~d
whos~ nlr.Hltlry "'till livt'~ in~tht" n:RJ*"ct and c~tt·t--U1 IIf
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HlflTORICAL NOTICIC. ix.

a n~w gel\f'ration. The \Vorce.kr T.IOdgehaa wit·
n(,8~ Jlt'riod. of greAt pl"ORperity,and .001 ••cloud. of
depreMion and difficulty, and it i. matkr for con
gratulation to the M~mbeMl that ita prt"pect8 were
never lIlore bright, or ita stability M an Institution
more .ecure than at the present time. !ofay they
long SII continue; and may the Brethren, by the
faithful diocharge of the great principl ••••of F"",·
maaonry, and by the pra.ctice of ""ery commendabl ••
virtue, especially of that which may ju.tly be
denominated the distinguishing characteristic of a
Freemason'. heart, Charity, dellerve for their I..odge
an increased prOllperity, and giTe to it a .phere of
enlarged uoefulnellll.

ERNEST W. LARKWORTHY, W.M.

CHARLES K MOOR!';, S6(lretary.

MlUfmic Hall, WoreuUr.
Nov., 1909.
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